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Greetings! 
 
Thanks to all of you who made our Annual Fall Field Day a 

success just as harvest began. The research and planning team at 
USDA-ARS in Byron was instrumental in executing this event 
and we at GPGA are grateful for their work. The day could not 
have gone so smoothly without the support from our sponsors, so 
thank you again for investing in GPGA! To all our presenters, par-
ticipants, and staff, I want to emphasize how much I appreciate 
your continued commitment to Field Day and our Spring event, 
our Annual Conference and Trade Show. Information is being re-
leased now to help you plan for that event as a sponsor, exhibitor, 
and attendee, so please watch for more specifics to come! 

The season of Fall is always filled with activity both in the or-
chards and in our offices. It tends to be the most exciting time to 
promote Georgia Pecans as part of traditional holiday and autumn 
recipes! However, there is a somber mood now as we reflect on 
the loss incurred by so many of our growers in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Idalia, which struck on August 30. Just 5 years ago this 
month, the Georgia Pecan industry suffered a devastating blow 
with another storm, Hurricane Michael, in 2018. 

Once again, we will rebuild, replant, and reassess. However, 
in the meantime, if GPGA can be of any assistance to our growers 
in navigating the process of disaster relief recovery, please do not 
hesitate to contact us. We are here to help you as part of Georgia’s 
Pecan Support Team. This group includes GPGA, our researchers 
at UGA and USDA-ARS-Byron, the Georgia Pecan Commission,  
UGA Extension, and our state and national legislative teams and 
national pecan organizations. Together we will move forward to 
repair, grow and succeed. 

GEORGIA PECAN GROWERS ASSOCIATION 
220 E 2nd Street, Suite A | P. O. Box 1367 

Tifton, GA. 31793 
Phone: 229-382-2187 | Fax: 404-393-9298 

www.georgiapecan.org 
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Our industry has suffered yet another blow with Hurricane Idalia, 

which charted a course through Southeast Georgia after entering the state near 

Valdosta on August 30. Pecan orchards in Brooks, Cook, Berrien, Lowndes 

and Lanier counties suffered catastrophic damage with thousands of trees 

down and 50-80% crop loss. There was still significant orchard damage out-

side this area going North and as far West as Irwin County and as far East as 

Pierce County. However, as the storm moved North the damage became more 

sporadic. The path of the storm is home to about one-third of the Georgia 

pecan crop and my current estimate is that this area of the state suffered an 

immediate loss of about one-third of its pecan crop. However, there may be 

additional losses that we do not yet see. 

When storms such as Idalia beat the trees around, even if the trees remain 

standing and still hold nuts on the trees, subsequent losses of both trees and 

nuts often arise with time. The vascular connections within the stems attaching 

the nuts to the tree can sometimes be damaged even though there is no visible 

problem. In such a scenario, the water and nutrients needed to finish nut mat-

uration may not reach the nut, which could lead to problems with nut abortion 

or filling of the nuts. The shucks beating together in the winds also produces 

significant bruising, which can lead to similar issues. 

Additionally, even when trees are not blown down, they can be beaten 

around and pulled by the wind to the extent that roots below ground are broken 

or they get pulled up a little, which creates a bulge in the ground at the base 

of the tree. Often, in such cases, voids are created between the soil below 

ground and the roots. These air pockets can lead to subsequent root die-back, 

which translates to tree die-back as much as 2-3 years later. 

When trees are blown down, especially those that are younger and can 

still be manipulated, there is a natural instinct for growers to stand these trees 

Evaluating Hurricane After-effects In 
The Short And Long Term
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up again, considering all the time, money and effort 

which has gone into getting the trees to this point. 

However, experience has shown that trees leaning more 

than 30 degrees are at a strong disadvantage. Most of 

these, when righted, are blown down again in subse-

quent storms. Often, the roots that were broken when 

the tree was pushed over leave the tree lacking enough 

of a root system to support the remaining top of the 

tree. Voids in the soil that I mentioned earlier occur 

when trees are pushed over and righted, which also 

leads to tree failure in months to years. Such trees, if 

they survive, rarely produce as well as others. 

As a general rule, most trees leaning 30 degrees 

or more should be removed. There is obviously a lot 

of nuance to these scenarios based on tree size, severity 

of broken roots, size of the voids below ground, etc. 

which determine to what extent, if any, the trees survive 

or remain productive. Trees 4” diameter or less will 

likely stand a better chance of survival after righting 

but there are no guarantees. Regardless of tree size, the 

tree will have a better chance of survival when the tops 

are completely cut out to allow the root system a 

chance to regrow to be able to support the tree. 

I heard a sound piece of advice from a grower the 

other day who, following Hurricane Michael in 2018, 

saturated the ground with water again as they were 

standing up the trees. This effort allowed them to push 

the roots back into the ground and cover them with soil 

and likely helped to fill, settle, and seal some of the 

voids below ground. I don’t have any research to make 

this a recommendation but it makes good common 

sense and for those determined to save trees, this, along 

with removing the top of the tree, is likely a good prac-

tice if you want to give the tree the best chance of sur-

vival. But again, there are no guarantees once a tree 

blows over. 

Following the storm there has also been a lot of jus-

tified speculation about the prevention of tree loss by 

reducing or eliminating irrigation for the first 5 years, 

reducing fertilizer applications in young trees, the po-

Term, Continued from Page 9
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tential differences between tree loss on drip vs mi-

crosprinkler, and moving drip irrigation lines further 

away from the tree. I’m sure there’s something to be 

learned regarding all these variables from this storm 

and we will be looking into that. Everyone understand-

ably needs to get trees into production as soon as pos-

sible. However, slowing down the growth push on these 

young trees a little from what we’ve been doing is 

probably not a bad idea. Producing large trees above 

ground without a large enough root system to support 

it below ground not only presents problems with trees 

blowing over -- but it also plays a role in a lot of the 

scorching and stress problems we see early on in the 

life of young trees. 

I know a number of growers who don’t irrigate at 

all for the first 5 years. I wouldn’t advocate this ap-

proach but I do think there’s a lot of room to cut back 

on irrigation (and nitrogen fertilizer) in those early 

years. If you don’t irrigate at all, you have to truck 

water to the trees several times per year and if you 

don’t have the resources in time and labor to do this, 

in a dry year, it could lead to as much or more tree mor-

tality than a storm. The irrigation schedule we recom-

mend for young trees is based on getting maximum 

growth from those trees. Perhaps maximum growth in 

the first 3 to 5 years is not necessarily what is best for 

the trees. The good news is that we have a lot of room 

to cut back on water in the early years and still give 

them enough to keep the trees healthy. The same goes 

for nitrogen. 

There is a fine line between getting the trees into 

production relatively quickly and pushing the trees too 

hard. We just need to find that line and it will vary from 

one orchard to the next based on soil and location. 

When pondering the approach to growing young trees 

and/or considering drastic changes to your irrigation 

system such as changing from microsprinkler to drip, 

etc., one must also weigh these decisions based on a 

consideration of how often you expect to deal with a 

major hurricane or tropical storm. We used to see that 
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planting too deep led to a lot of tree loss because brace 

roots weren’t established. People started planting with 

that uppermost lateral root at the surface and we don’t 

see as many orchards planted too deep now compared 

to the past. Idalia showed us that when you have 50-80 

mile per hour winds on top of 6-10” of rain, a storm 

has no real preference for trees planted too deep vs 

those that aren’t, for trees on microsprinkler vs. those 

with drip, nor for trees that are pushed vs. trees that 

aren’t. Those conditions are going to create some tree 

loss no matter what. A lot of it simply comes down to 

being in the wrong place at the wrong time. 

One thing we do see is that hedged trees suffer less 

damage, largely because they are more compact in size 

and smaller in regard to their root systems. This out-

come itself suggests that whether you are hedging a 

30–40-year-old tree or slowing down a young tree with 

severe pruning, limited water and reduced fertilizer, 

keeping that tree more compact and in better proportion 

with its root system gives it a better chance. Most cli-

matologists suggest that we are not necessarily seeing 

more frequent hurricanes/tropical storms, but those 

storms we do see have increased in intensity over the 

last several years. We, as an industry and as individual 

growers, should calculate that risk for ourselves and de-

cide the best course of action. As we evaluate what hap-

pened, we will be trying to learn from the experience 

and minimize such losses as much as possible in the fu-

ture.
14 The Pecan Grower
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The above picture is courtesy of Georgia Senator Russ Goodman in helicopter footage of Shiloh Pecan 
Farms & Nursery based in Lowndes County following Hurricane Idalia. 
 

Buck Paulk of Shiloh Pecan Farms has some 4,000 acres of pecan trees spread across multiple 
South Georgia counties and said, “We’ve had damage from other tropical storms, 

but for us it’s the worst we’ve had in my lifetime...Even if a tree wasn’t blown over or left leaning, 
I think about half of our crop is on the ground.”
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“Thousands of trees have been lost from the state 

line up to Berrien and Cook counties. Several large 

growers have reported an estimated 10,000 

 to 15,000 trees down from their orchards,” 

Dr. Wells reported. 

 

“In this most severely impacted area,” Wells said, 

percentage of downed trees in damaged orchards 

range from 30%-80% of total orchard trees. Most 

of the trees uprooted or left leaning were 20 years 

and under.” 

 

Photos on these pages 16 & 17 were taken at 

Hudson Pecan Farms in Irwin and Ben Hill 

counties in the week following Hurricane Idalia.
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“As the winds push and pull these trees, it’s like 

grabbing a fence post, and then they topple over, 

especially trees under ten years old. These trees 

were loaded with a good crop and they can’t with-

stand 70 mile per hour winds combined with six 

inches of rain....If a tree is leaning more than 30 

degrees it isn’t viable. We’ll saw off any uprooted 

trees or leaning trees that we know won’t make it at 

the trunk, haul them out of the orchard and burn 

or chip them.”  

— Buck Paulk, Shiloh Pecan Farms 

 

 

Paulk estimates it will take his farm employees 

about a month to clean up all of the storm 

 debris in his orchards.
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James Exum of Exum Pecan in Morven, who 

previously served on the Board of Directors of the 

Georgia Pecan Growers Association, estimates 

Idalia uprooted about 400 trees on his 

200 acres of orchards.  

 

“You not only lose the tree, but you lose its future 

production. It’ll take 20 years to get back to where 

we were the day before the hurricane.” 

Exum stated. 
 

His wife, Linda Exum, continued, “Some parts of 

our orchards look like a bomb was dropped on it. 

Some of this damage James and I will never 

see the farm recover from in our lifetime. 

There’s a crop out there still, but we have a lot of 

cleaning up to do to get to it. Hurricane Michael 

didn’t do us this bad and we spent six weeks 

 cleaning up from that storm.” 
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“In these hardest hit counties, crop loss could 

range between 50 to 80% depending on the 

orchard. In the hardest hit areas, it is approaching 

Michael scale. Those that got hit, got hit bad, 

but from a state perspective the damage 

 is far less than Michael.” 

—Dr. Lenny Wells 

 

Photos on these two pages were taken at Hudson 

Pecan Farms in Irwin and Ben Hill counties in the 

week following Hurricane Idalia.



Hurricane Michael slammed into the Florida Panhandle as a 

Category 5 hurricane on October 10, 2018, and wreaked havoc on 

South Georgia farms at a level unseen before that day. Georgia pecan 

growers suffered devastating blows to their crop during the peak of harvest 

season with some orchards reporting 80% tree loss and more. 

For Miley and Clair Adams, the ruins of their orchards would forever 

become part of their family as they salvaged the damaged trees to create 

beauty within their homestead. The Adams relocated and expanded their 

home to include the flooring and ceilings throughout the structure with 

pecan tree wood beginning a year after the storm. Located in Mitchell 

County, the Adams opened their home to our staff to showcase the beauty 

of the wood.

Home of Miley & Clair Adams 
Camilla, Georgia
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The home’s exterior design has pecan 
wood ceilings flowing from the carport 

to the side entrance door and 
continuing through the interior 

 of the house.

The expanded design 
includes flooring and 
furniture, such as their dining 
room table, made from pecan 
tree wood. 

The front porch features 
golden pecan wood in the 
ceiling.

Photography by Andrew McBrayer
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Clair’s classic style 
showcases the rich  

texture of the pecan 
wood flooring through 

the master bedroom.

Beauty continues into the master 
bath with pecan flooring. 

Georgia’s own Cason 
Anderson with CCA Pecan 

in Kathleen, Georgia 
created this side table 

from pecan trees.

22 The Pecan Grower



The side entrance of the house  
features a vaulted, cathedral ceiling 
made from pecan wood. 

Exposed brick 
backdrop in the 

kitchen enhances 
the beauty of 
pecan wood 
flooring and 

ceilings.
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In spraying pecan, coverage is key. In November 

2022, we had the opportunity to observe two different 

air blast sprayers. UGA Engineer Dr. Glen Rains, Peach 

County Agent Jeff Cook and I met at Lawton Pearsons’s 

orchard with representatives from the Slimline Turbo 

Mist (Figure 1) sprayer and an Aerofan (Figure 2) air 

blast sprayer. The purpose was to observe tree coverage 

of these sprayers, especially the ability to increase cov-

erage in the upper canopy. 

The Slimline uses a turbine instead of a traditional 

fan to produce air flow and volume to move water 

droplets into the canopy. The turbine compresses the air 

and then releases it -- producing potentially more air 

movement and even pressure across all parts of the 

sprayer head. Water pressure on the Slimline ran at 100 

psi compared to 150 psi on the Aerofan air blast sprayer. 

This test was completed in an old ‘Stuart’ orchard 

with trees at 80-foot spacing. We sprayed two times for 

each sprayer on one side of the test tree. The Aerofan 

was spraying at 50 gallons per acre and the Slimline was 

spraying at 34 gallons per acre. Yellow, water sensitive 

Sprayer Coverage On 
Two Airblast Sprayers
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By Andrew Sawyer, Southeast GA Area Pecan 
Agent, Jeff Cook, Area Pecan Agent/Peach County 

Agent and Dr. Glen Rains, UGA Engineer
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Figure 1. Slimline air blast sprayer

Figure 2. Aerofan air blast sprayer
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cards were placed in 5-foot increments on a pole 40-feet 

into the tree. Additional cards were set in the upper 

canopy at about 60 – 70 feet using the cherry picker as 

shown in Figure 3. 

In summary, the Slimline appeared to have a shifted 

deposition plot towards higher heights above the ground 

compared to the Aerofan sprayer (Table 1). This could 

be due to the direction of the air blast or the higher air 

speed due to the turbine as it leaves the nozzle. Both 

sprayers seem to have approximately a 30-foot height 

range in which they are providing moderate to high per-

centage coverage of the foliage (>=10%). The water 

sensitive cards showed the Slimline provided better cov-

erage at higher heights and Aerofan had better coverage 

at lower heights at their current settings (Figure 4 and 

Table 1). 

Keep in mind, the Slimline sprayer was putting out 

34 gallons of water per acre compared to the 50 gallons 

per acre from Aerofan. Would a 50 gallon per acre pro-

vide better spray coverage for the Slimline? This may 

not be a perfect comparison. Less water per acre is cer-

tainly advantageous, but only if potential for scab re-

duction is maintained. 
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Figure 3. Dr. Glen Rains takes the cherry picker to 
the top of the test tree to observe the 60-foot spray 
coverage.

Figure 4. Dye on water sensitive cards shows the spray 
pattern of each sprayer on its first and second spray.





Thanks to growers Hudson Jerles and Lawton Pearson, as well as 

industry representatives for helping set up and evaluate these sprayers.

Two, Continued from Page 26
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Table 1. Spray coverage at different heights between Aerofan and Slimline Air Blast Sprayers, 
November 2022, Peach County, GA.
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Billy Easterlin

(478) 825-7731 
Fort Valley (seasonal) 

J.B. Easterlin

“Georgia’s  Finest” 
Since 1942

Buyers and sellers of inshell pecans. 
Experienced exporters of quality pecans.

Sales@easterlinpecan.com 
Wil Harper 

Will Easterlin





Submitted by USDA

Valdosta, Sept. 12, 2023 – Georgia agricultural 
operations have been significantly impacted by Hurri-
cane Idalia and related weather events. The U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA) has technical and 
financial assistance available to help farmers and live-
stock producers recover. Impacted producers should 
contact their local USDA Service Center to report 
losses and learn more about program options available 
to assist in their recovery from crop, land, infrastructure 
and livestock losses and damages. 

“USDA stands ready to assist our Southeast farm-
ers, livestock producers, landowners, and restore farm-
land, forests and watersheds in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Idalia,” said Robert Bonnie, Under Secretary 
for Farm Production and Conservation (FPAC). “USDA 
employees are working diligently to deliver FPAC’s ex-

tensive portfolio of disaster assistance programs and 
services.” 

               USDA Disaster Assistance 
Producers who experience livestock deaths may be 

eligible for the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP). To 
participate in LIP, producers will be required to provide 
verifiable documentation of death losses resulting from 
an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a no-
tice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar 
days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. 

Meanwhile, the Emergency Assistance for Live-
stock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program 
(ELAP) compensates eligible producers for hive loss, 
stored feed and grazing losses. For ELAP, producers 
will need to file a notice of loss within 30 days and hon-

USDA Offers Disaster Assistance To Farmers And Livestock 
Producers In Georgia Impacted By Hurricane Idalia
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eybee losses within 15 days. 
Additionally, eligible orchardists and nursery tree 

growers may be eligible for cost-share assistance 
through the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) to replant 
or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes or vines lost. This 
complements Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Pro-
gram or crop insurance coverage, which covers the crop 
but not the plants or trees in all cases. For TAP, a pro-
gram application must be filed within 90 days. 

“Once you are able to safely evaluate the impact on 
your operation, be sure to contact your local FSA office 
to timely report all crop, livestock and farm infrastruc-
ture damages and losses,” said Arthur Tripp, State Ex-
ecutive Director for the Farm Service Agency (FSA) in 
Georgia. “To expedite FSA disaster assistance, you will 
likely need to provide documents, such as farm records, 
herd inventory, receipts and pictures of damages or 
losses.” 

FSA also offers a variety of direct and guaranteed 
farm loans, including operating and emergency farm 
loans, to producers who cannot secure commercial fi-
nancing. Producers in counties with a primary or con-

tiguous disaster designation may be eligible for low-in-
terest emergency loans to help them recover from pro-
duction and physical losses. Loans can help producers 
replace essential property, purchase inputs like live-
stock, equipment, feed and seed, cover family living ex-
penses or refinance farm-related debts and other needs. 
Additionally, FSA has a variety of loan servicing op-
tions available for borrowers who are unable to make 
scheduled payments on their farm loan debt to FSA be-
cause of reasons beyond their control. 

FSA borrowers who have concerns about making 
their upcoming direct FSA loan installment payment or 
who have already missed a recent installment payment 
may be eligible for assistance with cash flow concerns. 
Borrowers can contact their local FSA office or the FSA 
Call Center at 877-508-8364 between 8 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
ET to inquire about eligibility. 

                  Risk Management 
Producers who have risk protection through federal 

crop insurance or FSA’s NAP should report crop dam-
age to their crop insurance agent or FSA office. If they 
have crop insurance, producers should report crop dam-

32 The Pecan Grower

ALECIA (Lisa) D. DONAHOO
P.O. Box 280 • Pitts, Georgia 31072

Office: 229-648-6496 
Fax: 229-648-6647 
Cell: 229-406-4428

USDA, Continued from Page 30

Continued on Page 34, See USDA





34 The Pecan Grower

age to their agent within 72 hours of damage discovery 
and follow up in writing within 15 days. Additionally, 
producers who had hurricane and tropical storm cover-
age through RMA’s Hurricane Insurance Protection – 
Wind Index will receive payments within a few weeks 
if their county qualified. Please check with your crop 
insurance agent for more information and updates. 

For NAP covered crops, a Notice of Loss (CCC-
576) must be filed within 15 days of the loss becoming 
apparent, except for hand-harvested crops, which should 
be reported within 72 hours. 

“Crop insurance and other USDA risk management 
options are there to help producers manage risk because 
we never know what nature has in store for the future,” 
said Davina Lee, Director of RMA’s Regional Office 
that covers the Southeast. “The Approved Insurance 
Providers, loss adjusters and agents are experienced and 
well trained in handling these types of events.” 

Producers who have not applied for NAP coverage 
may still be covered. FSA has updated NAP to remove 
barriers and establish procedures through which an un-
derserved producer with a CCC-860, Socially Disadvan-

taged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer 
or Rancher Certification on file prior to the applicable 
NAP application closing date will automatically receive 
basic coverage for any NAP-eligible crops. Like all 
NAP-covered producers, underserved producers will 
still need to file a notice of loss and apply for program 
benefits. 

                      Conservation 
FSA’s Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) and 

Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP) assists 
landowners and forest stewards with financial and tech-
nical assistance to restore fencing, remove debris, re-
place damaged irrigation system, land leveling and 
more. FSA has updated ECP policy to permit advance 
payments up to 25% of costs for all ECP practices. 

The Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP) can play a vital role in assisting producers re-
cover from natural disasters like hurricanes and floods. 
Through EQIP, NRCS provides financial assistance to 
repair and prevent the excessive soil erosion caused or 
impacted by natural disasters. 

Municipal 
Industrial 

Agricultural 
Water Well Contractor 

Since 1933

737 Firetower Rd. 

Dublin, GA 31021 

Phone: 478-275-0013
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NRCS will hold an Emergency EQIP Signup for 
states affected by Hurricane Idalia and will finalize 
defining geographic areas and eligible conservation 
practices, as well as fund assessment needs, based on 
the disaster zone declarations. Eligible conservation 
practices will vary by state. 

          Assistance for Communities 
NRCS administers the Emergency Watershed Pro-

tection (EWP) program, which assists local government 
sponsors with the cost of addressing watershed impair-
ments or hazards such as debris removal and stream-
bank stabilization. The EWP Program is a recovery 
effort aimed at relieving imminent hazards to life and 
property caused by floods, fires, windstorms and other 
natural disasters. All projects must have an eligible proj-
ect sponsor. NRCS may bear up to 75% of the eligible 
construction cost of emergency measures (90% within 
county-wide limited-resource areas as identified by the 
U.S. Census data). The remaining costs must come from 
local sources and can be in the form of cash or in-kind 
services. 

EWP is designed for installation of recovery meas-
ures to safeguard life and property as a result of a natu-
ral disaster. Threats that the EWP Program addresses 
are termed watershed impairments. These include, but 
are not limited to: 

• Debris-clogged waterways. 
• Unstable streambanks. 
• Severe erosion jeopardizing public infrastructure. 
• Wind-borne debris removal. 
Eligible sponsors include cities, counties, towns or 

any federally recognized Native American tribe or tribal 
organizations. Sponsors must be able to provide the 
local construction share, obtain permits and site access, 
and agree to perform operations and maintenance of the 
constructed projects. Willing sponsors must submit a 
formal assistance request (by mail or email) to the state 
conservationist within 60 days of the natural disaster 
occurrence or 60 days from the date when access to the 
sites become available. For more information, potential 
sponsors should contact their local NRCS office. 

“EWP provides immediate assistance to communi-
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ties to mitigate potential hazards to life and property re-
sulting from disasters and particularly the severe ero-
sion and flooding that can occur,” said Terrance 
Rudolph, State Conservationist for the NRCS in Geor-
gia. “EWP allows us to work with local sponsors to help 
damaged watersheds so that lives and property are pro-
tected while preventing further devastation in the com-
munity.” 

                  More Information 
On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery 

Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan 
Discovery Tool can help producers and landowners de-
termine program or loan options. For assistance with a 
crop insurance claim, producers and landowners should 
contact their crop insurance agent. For FSA and NRCS 
programs, they should contact their local USDA Service 
Center. 

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day 
in so many positive ways. In the Biden-Harris adminis-
tration, USDA is transforming America’s food system 
with a greater focus on more resilient local and regional 
food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensur-
ing access to healthy and nutritious food in all commu-
nities, building new markets and streams of income for 
farmers and producers using climate smart food and 
forestry practices, making historic investments in infra-
structure and clean energy capabilities in rural America, 
and committing to equity across the Department by re-
moving systemic barriers and building a workforce 
more representative of America. To learn more, visit 
www.usda.gov.

USDA, Continued from Page 38
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By GPGA Staff

More than 250 growers and pecan industry pro-

fessionals met in Byron, Georgia this year for Georgia 

Pecan Growers Association’s Annual Fall Field Day. 

This year’s event was held at USDA Southeastern Fruit 

and Tree Nut Laboratory on Thursday, September 7th. 

The morning kicked off with a welcome presented 

by GPGA President, Chris Clough. Georgia Agriculture 

Commissioner, Tyler Harper, gave an update on Georgia 

Department of Agriculture along with updates from Hur-

ricane Idalia. Dr. David Shapiro-Illan, USDA Research 

Leader started the program with an overview of the day. 

In the orchard, attendees boarded 10 trams in a set 

of three rotations to hear research information led by the 

USDA Pecan Team Researchers. The first rotation was 

led by Dr. David Shapiro-Illan, Research Leader/ Re-

search Entomologist. Shapiro-Illan discussed microbial 

biopesticides for control of pecan weevil. At Shapiro-

Illan’s post, there were three Postdoctoral Research En-

tomologists. The first postdoctoral was Dr. Kyle Slusher, 

who discussed entomopathogenic nematodes as a poten-

tial biological control option against ambrosia beetles. 

Following him, Dr. Colin Wong discussed biological 

control of flatheaded borers using entomopathogenic ne-

matodes and biological control of hickory shuckworm 

using insect virus. Dr. Cameron Bardsley concluded dis-

cussion at this stop with his research of pecan food 

safety, microbial transfer, postharvest treatments and 

sanitizer efficacy. 

Dr. Ted Cottrell, Research Entomologist, and Dr. 

Clive Bock, Research Plant Pathologist led the second 

rotation. Cottrell began by discussing hickory shuck-

worm, pecan nut casebearer, pecan budmoth, pecan 

aphids, pecan weevil and stink bugs. Dr. Clive Bock dis-

cussed pecan scab life cycle, spray coverage and disease 

control, pecan bacterial leaf scorch, and unusual diseases 

this year. 

The last rotation for the day was led by Dr. Cristina 

Pisani, Research Horticulturist. Pisani led a discussion 

regarding current research projects happening at the 

USDA Laboratory in Byron. She discussed climate adap-

tation of pecan trees, effects of nano-fertilizers and 

hedge pruning. Also, at Dr. Pisani’s post, Postdoctoral 

Research Plant Pathologist, Dr. Jordan Brungardt, dis-

cussed pecan scab pathology, molecular biology, bioin-

formatics and biotechnology. 

Following the orchard tour, attendees enjoyed a 

sponsored lunch at the USDA Research Laboratory. Dur-

ing lunch, growers were able to mingle and network with 

other growers and industry professionals. 

This year’s Fall Field Day was a huge success with a 

great turnout. GPGA sincerely thanks all of our speak-
ers, sponsors and staff who made this day happen and 
offers a huge thanks to all who attended!
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The Georgia Agricultural Commodity Commis-

sion for Pecans, also known as the Georgia Pecan Com-

mission, recently 

re-elected RG Lamar to 

serve as its Chairman 

through the next funding 

cycle in 2026. 

Additionally, Lanair 

Worsham, Jr., decided to 

step away from his posi-

tion on the Commission 

Board after serving several 

terms, where he also spent 

time as Chairman and was 

a crucial voice for grow-

ers. Thank you, Lanair, for 

your time and service to 

the Commission and for 

your unwavering support 

of GPGA! We appreciate 

you! The current board 

consists of the following 

representatives: 

• R.G. Lamar, Chairman 

  Hawkinsville, GA 

• Brenda Evans 

  Fort Valley, GA 

• Emory Mixon 

  Lyons, GA 

• Greg Leger 

  Cordele, GA 

• Roy Goodson  

  Leesburg, GA 

Advisory members appointed to the Board include 

Will Easterlin of Montezuma and Cason Anderson of 

Kathleen. 

The Georgia Pecan Commission funds research, ed-

ucational and promotional programs in order to increase 

demand for Georgia pecans and has been instrumental 

in supporting the marketing endeavors of the Georgia 

Pecan Growers Association (GPGA). 

Founded in 1995 by Georgia pecan growers, the 

Commission raises awareness of the nutritional, health 

and economic benefits of pecans as a regular part of the 

American diet, resulting in increased sales and trade op-

portunities for pecan growers in Georgia. . Some of the 

research projects funded by the Commission with The 

University of Georgia and the USDA’s Agricultural Re-

search Service (ARS) address production practices, dis-

ease and insect control, variety development, water 

management and health benefits of pecan included in 

diets. Growers recently approved the pecan assessment 

in 2023 that will run until 2026. The pecan assessment 

is one cent per pound is applicable to growers with 30 

acres or more of pecans in Georgia. The most recent 

referendum passed with 82.7% of those voting in favor 
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RG Lamar

Lanair Worsham, Jr.





of continuing 

the assessment. 

Collections are 

a u t h o r i z e d 

under the Geor-

gia Pecan 

C o m m i s s i o n 

M a r k e t i n g 

Order which 

must be ap-

proved every three years. This assessment is separate 

from the Federal Market Order for Pecans Checkoff. 

Georgia’s pecan industry includes growers and shellers, 

aggregators (businesses that buy from multiple produc-

ers and sell in bulk to others) and brokers (who also buy 

in bulk but sell in response to market demand). The 

Georgia Pecan Commission works with all of these 

groups to promote the consumption of pecans domesti-

cally and internationally.

48 The Pecan Grower

Chair, Continued from Page 46





50 The Pecan Grower



October 2023 -  51







Earlier this year, The U.S. House Appropriations 

Committee approved the Agriculture, Rural Develop-

ment, Food and Drug Administration, and Related 

Agencies Appropriations bill in a 34 to 27 vote. The leg-

islation provides a total of $25.313 billion for programs 

under the jurisdiction of the Subcommittee, $532 mil-

lion (2.1%) below the FY23 enacted level and $3.622 

billion (12.5%) below the FY24 President’s Budget Re-

quest. 

Included in the bill are pecan provisions proposed 

by Agriculture Subcommittee Ranking Member Sanford 

Bishop (GA-02) and supported by the pecan industry. 

These National Pecan Federation (NPF) supported re-

search initiatives -- pecan processing and pecan genetic 

research--are in their fourth year of funding. Total fund-

ing for Fiscal Year 2023 was $4 million each for pecan 

processing and pecan genetic research projects. 

For Fiscal Year 2024, total proposed funding is $4.5 

million for pecan processing research and $4.5 million 

for pecan genetic research. 

Additionally, The Committee expects NASS to con-

tinue its ongoing activities at the frequency levels as-

sumed in fiscal year 2023, including barley acreage and 

production estimates; the Bee and Honey Program; the 

Chemical Use Data Series; the Floriculture Crops Re-

port; and Fruit and Vegetable Reports, including in-sea-
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U.S. House And Senate 

Appropriations Committees Continue 
Work On Government Funding
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son forecasts for noncitrus fruit and tree nut crops such 

as pecans. 

In the U.S. Senate, a three bill “minibus” that con-

sists of the Transportation Housing, and Urban Devel-

opment bill, the Military Construction-VA bill, and the 

Agriculture and FDA bill is currently being considered. 

A number of amendments were filed for considera-

tion in this legislation, including one 

proposed by U.S. Senator Mike Lee 

of Utah. The proposed amendment 

attempts to attach the so-called Op-

portunities for Fairness in Farming 

Act (or “OFF Act”) to the spending 

bill. If enacted, this amendment 

would substantially undermine our 

members’ ability to promote U.S. 

agriculture and natural resource-

based commodity products. The Na-

tional Pecan Federation (NPF) along 

with the American Farm Bureau Fed-

eration and 26 other agriculture 

groups signed on to a letter to Sena-

tors Schumer and McConnell oppos-

ing this amendment. 

 National Pecan Federation 
      Requests Section 32 
      Purchase for Pecans 

The National Pecan Federation 

(NPF) recently sent a letter to the 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

(USDA) Agricultural Marketing 

Service advocating for a Section 32 

Commodity Procurement Solicita-

tion for pecans. Section 32 of the 

Funds for Strengthening Markets, In-

come and Supply Act authorizes 

USDA to make purchases of com-

modities experiencing an oversupply 

situation. 

As stated in the letter, the U.S. 

pecan industry has experienced 

many challenges in recent years, 

from retaliatory tariffs in China to rising input prices, 

labor shortages and adverse weather. A significant pur-

chase of pecans from USDA would be extremely bene-

ficial to the industry. 

USDA will begin considering Section 32 requests in 

the next fiscal year, which begins on October 1, 2023. 

Contact Your 
Chemical Supplier

Continued on Page 56, See Update

Update, Continued from Page 54



      Senator Tuberville (R-AL) Introduces 
          Farmers’ Market Expansion Act 
U.S. Senator Tommy Tuberville (R-AL) recently in-

troduced legislation titled the “Farmers’ Market Expan-

sion Act,” that would include pecans and other tree nuts 

in the U.S. Department of Agriculture (UDSA) Seniors 

Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program (SFMNP). 

The SFMNP provides fresh, nutritious, locally 

grown fruits, vegetables, herbs and honey to eligible 

low-income seniors. National Pecan Federation Chair-

man Larry Don Womack commented in Senator Tu-

berville’s press release on this legislation stating: “The 

National Pecan Federation greatly appreciates Senator 

Tuberville’s work on this legislation to include tree nuts 

in the Senior Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program. 

Pecans, which are the only major tree nut indigenous to 

North America, are extremely nutritious. Including 

pecans in the SFMNP will help pecan producers by 

opening new markets while giving consumers improved 

access to a healthy and delicious product.” 

     U.S. DOL and U.S. DHS Propose New 
                  H-2A Regulations 

On September 12, 2023, the U.S. Department of 

Labor (DOL) announced the issuance of a Notice of 

Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM), Improving Protections 

for Workers in Temporary Agricultural Employment in 

the United States. The NPRM proposes to amend the 

regulations governing the certification of temporary em-

ployment of nonimmigrant workers employed in tem-

porary or seasonal agricultural employment and the 

enforcement of the contractual obligations applicable to 

employers of these nonimmigrant workers. 

On September 18, 2023, the U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security (DHS) released a new proposed rule 

to “Modernize H-2 Program Requirements, Oversight, 

and Worker Protections”. This proposed rule provides 

new whistleblower protections, enhances consequences 

for charging prohibited fees for visa workers, and elim-

inates the requirement that workers who receive H-2A 

visas can only change to employers that use the E-Verify 

system to check workers’ legal status. 

Earlier this year, House Committee on Agriculture 

Chairman Glenn “GT” Thompson (PA-15) and Ranking 

Member David Scott (GA-13) announced a bipartisan 

agriculture labor working group to address labor issues. 

Members of the working group were selected from cur-

rent Agriculture Committee members and aim to repre-

sent every sector and geographic region of American 

agriculture. The working group recently released a sur-

vey to gauge producer opinions on agricultural work-

force issues, which they will use to compile an interim 

report analyzing the current H-2A program as well as a 

final report with recommendations.
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Now You Can Use A Bulk Superbag Without Worrying About Mold, Mildew, or PRICE!

Gulf Coast Bag, Inc.
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ABAC’s Georgia Museum of Agriculture hosted 

Destination Ag Day on September 16, 2023. GPGA’s 

communications and events intern, Jacey Pella, had the 

opportunity to attend along with other commodity 

groups to advocate and educate children and their fam-

ilies on the lifecycle of 

pecans, the health benefits 

of a pecan, and where they 

could find pecans in their 

local communities. This 

was an amazing opportunity 

to connect with the Tifton 

area.  There were a little 

over 200 guests that at-

tended the Destination Ag 

Day. Destination Ag is a 

program provided to give 

children hands on experiences with a variety of Geor-

gia’s commodities and grow awareness of agriculture 

and natural resources most pressing issues like land and 

water conservation. 

Georgia Pecans Participate At Destination Ag Day
By Jacey Pella, Communications & Events Intern, GPGA
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goBeyondProfit, a first-of-its-kind business leader 
initiative that inspires business generosity, announced in 
September that it has honored Albany-based Sunnyland 
Farms and its CEO, Alex Willson, with the goBeyond-
Profit Champion Award. 

This year marks the seventy-fifth anniversary of Sun-
nyland Farms, a 1,760-acre pecan farm and manufactur-
ing company. Sunnyland Farms, and its CEO Alex 
Willson were nominated and selected for this award by 
fellow Georgia business leaders for their comprehensive, 
generational approach to generosity. 

Across the decades, the Willson family has invested 
deeply in the people surrounding their business by pro-
viding quality jobs to generations of families as well as 
offering support to the local non-profits serving the needs 
of the Albany community. 

“From the earliest days when my grandparents first 
launched the business, we have tried to play our small 
part in helping the greater community that is southwest 

Georgia.” said Alex Willson, CEO of Sunnyland Farms, 
“Where there’s a need, we try to help fill it.” 

By infusing a people-first commitment into every as-
pect of company life they proved resilient over the years, 
weathering hurricanes that damaged thousands of acres 
of land and a recent kitchen fire that threatened to shut 
the company down during their busiest season. 

“Sunnyland has always been 100% committed to our 
employees,” said Willson. “We make sure they know we 
have a vested interest in them, not only inside the com-
pany but also outside of their job as well. Whether that’s 
about offering training and promotion opportunities or 
shift flexibility to spend more time with their families, 
it’s about creating a team and a family that can work to-
gether for a lifetime.” 

Past award winners include Gas South, Creature 
Comforts Brewing, H.J. Russell & Company, Aflac, 

Sunnyland Farms Honored With 
The goBeyondProfit 2023 Champion Award

Submitted by goBeyondProfit
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W&A Engineering, Cox Enterprises, Herschend Enter-
prises, Chick-fil-A, Signature FD, Vector Global Logis-
tics, and Goodr. 

In an interview with goBeyondProfit, Alex Willson 
shared the inherent challenges of running an agricultural 
manufacturing business as well as the leadership shifts 
required to instill generosity strategies into every aspect 
of business life. The full interview is available at 
www.gobeyondprofit.org/champion 

“Anyone who comes into contact with Sunnyland 
Farms will be struck by the remarkable humility they 
demonstrate given their extraordinary contributions,” said 
goBeyondProfit president Megan McCamey. “What 
began as an ardent commitment to southwest Georgia has 
grown into a global example of enduring and evolving 
business generosity.” 

Notable historic and ongoing contributions: 
▪ Albany Museum of Art 
▪ Albany Symphony Orchestra 
▪ Annual Partner in Excellence: Martin Luther 
   King Elementary 
▪ Annual Fundraising Partner: Boys & Girls Club 
   of Albany 
▪ Helping Hands End Hunger with Phoebe 
   Putney Hospital 
▪ University of Georgia, The Willson Center for 
   Humanities & Arts 
▪ University of Georgia, Willson International 
   Honors Scholar Program 
▪ Willson Hospice House 
             About Sunnyland Farms 
Sunnyland Farms is a 1,760-acre farm nestled in the 

heart of Pecan Country (Albany, Georgia). Since 1948 
we have been the premier provider of gourmet Georgia 
Pecans, Nuts, Chocolates, Dried Fruits, Candies, and as-
sortments of gifts for all occasions. Our incredible gour-
met, Heart Healthy and Kosher certified snacks and 
pecans for sale are the perfect treat for yourself and per-
fect for gift giving. 

                About goBeyondProfit 
goBeyondProfit is a statewide alliance launched by 

business leaders for business leaders to spur corporate 
generosity and improve people’s lives. To submit a nom-
ination for future goBeyondProfit Champions, visit the 
goBeyondProfit website.
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On September 13th Appling County Extension 

hosted their annual Southeast Georgia Pecan Field Day 

in Baxley at the Appling County Extension Office to a 

record number of attendees. The date and location 

were changed due to Hurricane Idalia, which passed 

through the area on August 30th, the same day this field 

day was originally scheduled. However, the September 

13th date proved to be a huge success with over 120 in 

attendance. 

Growers, researchers, and 

other industry professionals 

gathered to learn more about 

the pecan industry. This year’s 

event offered equipment view-

ing and reports from the Uni-

versity of Georgia (UGA) 

researchers and other UGA in-

dustry partners. 

Matt Tucker with Lasseter 

Equipment and Cole Byers, a 

graduate student with UGA Ag 

Engineering, opened the pro-

gram discussing new drone 

technology that can distribute 

spray chemicals to an orchard. 

Attendees then went outside to 

see a demonstration of how to 

operate the drone. 

Andrew Sawyer, Southeast 

Area Pecan Agent, led a dis-

cussion on his findings on dif-

ferent herbicides used for 

pecan trees. Dr. Lenny Wells, 

UGA Horticulturist, gave an 

update on this year’s pecan 

season after the effects of Hur-

ricane Idalia and discussed or-

chard thinning. Dr. Aburba 

Barman, UGA Pecan Entomol-

ogist, led a discussion on insect management in pecan 

orchards. The last speaker of the event was Jason Mal-

lard, UGA Water Agent. Mallard led a discussion on 

the current research and management of pecan irriga-

tion. 

The Southeast Georgia Pecan Field Day ended with 

a delicious sponsored lunch, which gave more oppor-

tunities for growers and vendors to network. Shane 

Southeast Georgia Holds Pecan Field Day
By Mary Mikelyn Bruorton, Communications & Events Coordinator, GPGA
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Curry, Appling County Extension Agent, and his team 

hosted a fantastic and successful event. GPGA would 

like to extend a huge thank you to everyone who con-

tributed to the success of the Southeast Georgia Pecan 

Field Day!
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Cole Byers, a graduate student at UGA, speaks about drone technology.



The Texas Pecan Growers gathered in Denton, 

TX on July 30th - August 2nd for their 102nd Annual Con-

ference and Trade Show. With 107-degree heat outside, 

it was the perfect week to stay inside the conference cen-

ter to network with other growers, exhibitors and to 

learn from the experts and researchers presenting edu-

cational seminars throughout the show. 

This year’s show kicked off with the 12th Pecan Lis-

tening Session. The Listening Sessions were hosted by 

Texas Pecan Growers Association and Texas A&M Uni-

versity. This session gave growers from different regions 

opportunities to discuss their problems and needs for the 

pecan industry. After the listening session, the trade 

show floor was open and all attendees gathered in the 

main exhibit hall for the Welcome Reception on Sunday, 

July 30th. Growers were able to network with other in-

dustry partners and discuss everything pecan-related. 

Starting the first day of Conference educational sem-

inars was the well-attended Mini Pecan Short Course 

hosted by Texas AgriLife Extension. After the short 

course, the National Pecan Federation hosted a Meet & 

Greet coffee hour with U.S. Congressman Ronny Jack-

son of Texas. In addition, that evening, the National 

Pecan Federation also hosted a Fundraising Reception 

for the Pecan Political Action Committee (PAC). 

The educational seminars were well-rounded with a 

plethora of information for growers of all sizes and op-

erations. Dr. Charles Suh and Dr. Lindsey Perkin with 

USDA-ARS in College Station debuted their findings on 
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Texas, Continued from Page 62

pecan weevil pheromone research. The next steps that 

Suh and Perkin want to take for their pecan weevil re-

search is to test weevils collected directly from canopy, 

analyze weevil pheromone lurs and develop diagnostic 

tool to fingerprint weevils from different areas in the 

U.S. 

The last session held before lunch on August 1st was 

the TPGA Business Meeting. TPGA presented four 

awards to growers and extension agents in Texas as fol-

lows: TPGA Small Grower of the Year to Michael 

Willard of Sequin, TX; TPGA Large Grower of the Year 

to The Culers Family of Comanche, TX; TPGA Innova-

tive Grower of the Year to Camp David Pecans (David 

and Margie Nordt) of Millican, TX; and TPGA Exten-

sion Agent of the Year to Joel Arce of El Paso, TX. 

After lunch, educational seminars continued with 

The American Pecan Council (APC) and the American 

Pecan Promotion Board (APPB) giving updates on their 

marketing effects in the U.S. and internationally. APPB 

shared two of their campaigns with growers. One of the 

campaigns partners with the following media outlets: All 

Mixed Up, Buzzfeed, Pioneer Woman, Good Housekeep-

ing and Country Living. The other campaign they pre-

sented was the upcoming Pecan Taco Truck. This 

campaign will showcase how pecans are nutritious and 

are uniquely suited for a beloved taco dish that’s gone 

plant based. 

The Conference concluded with an orchard tour of 

Raptor Ag in Marietta, Oklahoma. Raptor Ag is a com-
Continued on Page 64, See Texas
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mercial improved pecan operation. In 2022 Raptor Ag 

planted over 100,000 pecan trees over five weeks and 

has plans to grow even more. The group toured where 

they have planted their trees and the Raptor Ag team dis-

cussed why they chose the varieties for their lands, how 

they planted and what their process will be going for-

ward for their trees. 

Thanks to the Texas Pecan Growers Association 

staff for hosting such a successful event!

Texas, Continued from Page 63
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From Insights to Impact: Growing Pecan 
Awareness and Affinity Among Healthcare 
Professionals 

Over the past year, the collective efforts of the 

American Pecan Council (APC) and partners have cul-

minated in a surround-sound success for America’s 

pecan growers and processors. APC’s collaborative en-

deavors to reach healthcare professionals (HCPs), fu-

eled by passion and perseverance, have established 

APC as a trusted resource. Through ongoing investment 

in the healthcare professional audience over the past 

few years, the APC has gained a robust and growing 

network of influential health and nutrition professionals 

who are now primed for even more meaningful engage-

ment and education. Strategic activations with this pri-

ority audience have resulted in meaningful perception 

change and new ways to tackle the addressable barriers 

that remain. 

Our recent survey provided a comprehensive snap-

shot of healthcare professional perspectives, prefer-

ences, and sentiments when it comes to pecans1. 

Consumption and recommendation of pecans is in-

creasing among RDs as HCPs value pecans and identify 

taste and flavor, nutrition profile, and satiety as the 

main reasons that peans appeal to consumer audiences. 

The APC’s targeted health professional engagements 

have improved knowledge and likelihood to recom-

mend pecans, knowing and understanding the unique 

nutrient attributes and the heritage story has increased 

and RDs are more likely to recommend and share in-

formation about pecans with their audiences. Some 

RDNs are not quite familiar with some important ben-

efits of pecans and others do not differentiate between 

nuts, this shows there is continues opportunity to im-

prove the value of HCPs place on pecans through edu-

cation and engagement. This can be accomplished by: 

o Maintaining consistent engagement with priority 

healthcare professional audiences 

o Create positive experiences and personal connec-

tions with pecans/pecan growers as one way of helping 

HCPs see pecans as more than just another nut. 

o Prioritize strategic education opportunities and 

materials to fill knowledge gaps that exist related to: 

• Pecans’ unique nutrition attributes 

• Versatility, and convenience 

• American Heart Association Heart-Check Certifi-

cation 

• Differentiation of pecans from other nuts and 

competitor products 

• Culinary needs, taking advantage of taste and fla-

vor through reputable partnerships and new recipes 

• Pecan portion size 

• Proper pecan storage 

Marketing Updates From The American 
Pecan Council (APC) And American 

Pecan Promotion Board (APPB)
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American Pecan Promotion Board Taco 
Trucks Serve Up Real-Time Sampling Oppor-
tunity 

To cap off the summer, the American Pecan Promo-

tion Board (APPB) activated custom branded taco 

trucks at popular farmers markets in Dallas, Atlanta and 

Chicago. Consumers sampled Al Pastor-style Pecan 

Tacos, driving in-person trial while highlighting pecans 

versatility and showcasing how they serve as a nutri-

tious, natural, plant-based protein. 

On-site consumer feedback was overwhelmingly 

positive, with many remarking how they couldn’t be-

lieve the tacos were made with pecans as the flavor and 

texture tasted like traditional Al Pastor tacos. Consumer 

feedback included, “This just changed my life and the 

way I think of pecans!” 

and “I’m vegan so I’ve had 

a lot of vegan meat alter-

natives, and I’m just 

shocked this is pecans!” 

Maximizing Reach 

with Surround Sound Im-

pact 

To inspire trial beyond 

the taco trucks, local influ-

encers from each market 

attended the taco truck, 

captured content and then 

headed back to their 

kitchens to create an original pecan as a plant-based 

protein recipe inspired by 

the pecan taco they sam-

pled. 

Additionally, to drive 

recipe inspiration in local 

October 2023  -  69

Activations That Shaped the Year: A Compre-
hensive Overview of Achievements 

The APCs Pecan Powerhouse Network grew by 

349% to 3,163 members, with the informative quarterly 

newsletters garnering above-industry average open and 

click rates of 42% and 5.6%, respectively. Throughout 

the year, over 720 diabetes professionals participated in 

insights surveys. We learned that diabetes professionals 

are highly aware of nuts’ role for individuals with dia-

betes or pre-diabetes, and respondents recommend at 

least one type of nut to their clients and patients prima-

rily for healthy snacks and blood glucose management. 

This represents an opportunity to showcase pecans’ top-

notch nutrition, irresistible taste, and convenience to 

this audience. 

In the food service space, the APC executed and 

promoted sales of two pecan salads in approximately 

1,000 healthcare food service facilities across 44 states. 

Respondents of our food service insights survey re-

vealed the attributes that make pecans worthwhile to 

food service professionals included taste and flavor, nu-

tritional elements, versatility, satiety, and convenience. 

Future engagements with food service professionals 

should focus on providing education and tailored mes-

saging around these pecan attributes. 

A pecans and diabetes podcast was produced with a 

potential reach of over 21,000 healthcare professionals 

and through strategic partnerships with six healthcare 

professionals with influence, the APC successfully 

sponsored 16 new pieces of content, amplifying pecan 

messages across nutrition topics, meal and snack ideas, 

and the heritage story to reach an audience of over 

900K. To round everything off, the APC attended two 

healthcare professional conferences, connecting with 

over 2400 professionals, achieving over 46k impres-

sions, sharing over 3000 pecan samples and 4600 pieces 

of branded swag, resources, and recipes.

Marketing, Continued from Page 68

Continued on Page 70, 
See Marketing
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Smoky Chipotle 
Pecan Burrito Bowl 

by Dominique Williamson



markets, we developed a nationally 

distributed article with plant-based 

pecan protein recipes, featuring the 

influencer partners’ recipes. The ar-

ticle has been featured in local news-

papers across the country, helping to 

maintain media momentum for the 

consumer activation. To amplify our 

activation, APPB deployed both local 

and national paid social support. 

Maximizing foot traffic to the trucks, 

APPB launched geo-targeted posts in 

each market in the days leading up to the taco truck 

event. Additionally, APPB promoted the pecan-protein 

taco via social media nationally throughout August and 

September. 

Recent marketing efforts have also positioned 

pecans as the go-to solution for all back-to-school 

needs, highlighting how pecans are the perfect choice 

for on-the-go snacks, nutritious and delicious dinners 

and a wholesome breakfast. The campaign focused on 

penetrating local markets across the country, activating 

across print, online, radio and broadcast channels. 

APBP secured local broadcast segments hosted by 

Colleen Burns who touted pecans as the perfect compo-

nent for easy dinners and back-to-school snacks, high-

lighting recipes throughout the segments which aired in 

17 markets. 

In print and online, APPB featured the Mac and 

Cheese with Pecan Breadcrumbs, along with the Super-

food Pecan Energy Bars recipes in an article distributed 

to local newspapers. The feature also spotlighted pecans 

as the ideal nut to keep on hand to incorporate into fa-

vorite meals and after-school snacks. Meanwhile, APPB 

reached consumers via local radio stations across the 

country, encouraging them to keep pecans top-of-mind 

during the back-to-school season for easy weeknight 

meals and on-the-go snacks. 

As a result of this campaign, APPB successfully 

kept pecans top-of-mind while families are returning 

back to busy routines and recipes that work for the 

whole family, helping to drive pecan usage and trial dur-

ing this important season.
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WASHINGTON, Sept. 20, 2023 – The U.S. 

Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) recent expansion 

of its hurricane crop insurance policy to cover tropical 

storms this year has already provided farmers with 

$85.4 million to help them recover from Hurricane 

Idalia. USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) 

rolled out the new Tropical Storm Option for its Hurri-

cane Insurance Protection-Wind Index (HIP-WI) En-

dorsement earlier this year after working directly with 

farmers to improve coverage. Additionally, through 

HIP-WI, producers have received $84.8 million in in-

demnities for hurricane-related losses for a total of over 

$170 million in crop insurance payments that will di-

rectly help farmers and rural communities recover from 

Hurricane Idalia. This coverage was unavailable this 

time last year. 

“I commend farmers and their organizations for 

reaching out to RMA to discuss new coverage, and our 

staff for promptly working on creative solutions to 

make this coverage a reality,” said RMA Administrator 

Marcia Bunger. “This is just one of many examples of 

farmers and RMA working together to improve the lives 

of farmers and the rural economies that depend upon 

agriculture.” 

So far, indemnities by state include: 

• Georgia: $72.7 million for hurricanes, and 

  $5.7 million for tropical storms; 

• Florida: $12.1 million for hurricanes; 

• North Carolina: $40.1 million for tropical 

  storms; and 

• South Carolina: $39.6 million for tropical storms. 

Earlier this year, RMA added the Tropical Storm 

Option to this endorsement to cover named tropical 

storms, as reported by the National Oceanic and Atmos-

pheric Administration (NOAA), with maximum sus-

tained winds exceeding 34 knots and precipitation 

exceeding six inches over a four-day period. 

Farmers do not need to file a claim to receive pay-

ment. If a county is triggered, then the Approved Insur-

ance Provider will issue a payment in the coming 

weeks. Producers can find a list of triggered counties 

on RMA’s Product Management Bulletins webpage. 

This is in addition to coverage provided under a 

farmer’s crop policy. The standard notice of loss and 

claims process applies to these policies, and Approved 

Insurance Providers are working to process these 

claims. 

HIP-WI was first available for purchase for the 

2020 hurricane season and covers a portion of the de-

ductible of the underlying crop insurance policy when 

the county, or an adjacent one, is hit with sustained hur-

ricane-force winds from a named hurricane based on 

data from the National Hurricane Center at NOAA. 

The HIP-WI endorsement, including the new Trop-

ical Storm Option, is available in select counties in Al-

abama, Arkansas, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, 

Georgia, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, 

Mississippi, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, 

North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South 

Carolina, Texas, Vermont, and Virginia. 

During the past three years, HIP-WI has been a suc-

cessful risk management tool for many in effected 

areas, with nearly $736 million paid in indemnities to 

date. 

                   More Information 

Crop insurance is sold and delivered solely through 

private crop insurance agents, and producers interested 

in HIP-WI or the Tropical Storm Option should contact 

an agent. A list of crop insurance agents is available at 

all USDA Service Centers and online at the RMA Agent 

Locator. Learn more about crop insurance and the mod-

ern farm safety net at rma.usda.gov or by contacting 

your RMA Regional Office.

USDA’s New Crop Insurance For Tropical Storms Benefits 
Producers Impacted By Idalia

Submitted by USDA
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