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GEORGIA PECAN GROWERS ASSOCIATION 
220 E 2nd Street, Suite A • P. O. Box 1367 

Tifton, GA. 31793 
Phone: 229.382.2187 • Fax: 404.393.9298 

www.georgiapecan.org • mary@georgiapecan.org 
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Wednesday, March 20, 2024 
                      

Beginner’s in Pecan Production Agenda (Room H) 
 
  9:00 a.m.       Welcome 
 
  9:10 a.m. Cost of Pecan Production                                                                        

Dr. Lenny Wells, UGA Horticulture 
 
  9:30 a.m. Pecan Cultivars                                                                                                                                                                                              

Dr. Patrick Conner, Plant Breeding, UGA             
 
10:15 a.m. BREAK - Snacks & Beverages Offered in Exhibit Hall 
 
10:45 a.m. Pecan Irrigation                                                                           

Dr. Lenny Wells, UGA Horticulture 
 
11:15 a.m. Pecan Tree Planting & Establishment                                    

Andrew Sawyer, Southeast Georgia Area Pecan Agent,  
UGA Extension  

 
12:00 p.m. Annual Awards Luncheon 

Introduction of New GPGA Board Members and Officers, 
Presentation of Annual Awards & Scholarships                                                                

National Pecan Federation 

 

Full Board By Contributing 
Member Organizations: 

 

Georgia Pecan Growers Association 

Marianne Brown 

 
National Pecan Shellers Association 

Jeff Worn 

 

Oklahoma Pecan Growers Association 

Robert Knight 

 

Southeastern Pecan Growers Association 
Rob Cohen 

 

Texas Pecan Growers Association 

Larry Don Womack 

 

Western Pecan Growers Association 

Shannon Ivey 

 

  

 

Executive Committee: 
Chairman: Larry Don Womack 

Marianne Brown 

Jeff Worn 

Shannon Ivey

NPF is represented by: 
The Redding Firm 

313 Massachusetts Ave NE, 
Washington, DC 20002 

202.543.7464 
rlredding@reddingfirm.com
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  1:00 p.m. Pecan Insect Management                                                          
Dr. Apurba Barman, UGA Entomology 

 
  1:45 p.m. Pecan Disease Management                                                       

Andrew Sawyer, Southeast Georgia Area Pecan Agent,  
UGA Extension  

 
  2:30 p.m. BREAK - Snacks & Beverages Offered in Exhibit Hall 
 
  2:45 p.m. Pecan Fertilization                                                                      

Dr. Lenny Wells, UGA Horticulture 
 
  3:15 p.m. Hedge Pruning Pecan Trees                                                       

Dr. Lenny Wells, UGA Horticulture 
 
  3:35 p.m. Pecan Weed Control                                                                    

Andrew Sawyer, Southeast Georgia Area Pecan Agent,  
UGA Extension  

 
  4:00 p.m. Pecan Equipment                                                                        

Dr. Lenny Wells, UGA Horticulture

Diamond SponsorsAmerican Pecan 
Promotion Board 
Representatives 

2024-2026
Officers: 

Chair: Deborah Walden-Ralls 

Vice Chair: Trent Mason 

Secretary: Paul Quiros 

Treasurer: Larry Don Womack  

 

Board Members 
Eastern Region Producers 

Trent Mason (GA) 

 Paul Quiros (GA) 

Molly Willis (GA) 

Central Region Producers 

Mike Adams (TX) 

Larry Don Womack (TX) 

VACANT 

Western Region Producers 

Deborah E. Ralls (AZ) 

Phillip Arnold (NM) 

Brycen J. Salopek (NM) 

Larry Salopek (NM) 

 

Importers: 
Sally Arn (AL) 

Brittan Bagley (GA) 

Romulo Garza (TX) 

Mark Hamilton (OK) 

Steve Zaffarano (TX) 

Guillermo Humphrey (TX) 

John Hutchens (TX)

Officers: 
Chair: Larry Don Womack 

Vice Chair: Deborah Walden-Ralls 

Secretary: Trent Mason 

Treasurer: Lalo Medina 

 
Members /Alternates 

Eastern Region Growers 
Trent Mason (GA); Angie Ellis (GA) 

Justin Jones (GA); Brent Brinkley (GA) 

Lenny Wells (GA); Molly Willis (GA) 

Central Region Growers 
Shannon F. Ivey (TX); Lalo Medina (TX) 

Mike Spradling (OK); Randy Stephens (TX) 

Larry D. Womack (TX); Billy Scott Landgraf (OK) 

Western Region Growers 
Louis J. Salopek (NM); Kortney Chase (NM) 

Frank Paul Salopek (NM); Deborah Walden-Ralls (AZ) 

Phillip Arnold (NM); John L Heuler (CA) 

Eastern Region Shellers 
Jeff Worn (GA); Vacant 

Alex Wilson (GA); John D. Taylor (NC) 

Central Region Shellers 
Steve Zaffrano (TX); Evo Soria (TX) 

Jared Miller (OK);  Vacant 

Western Region Shellers 
Blake Houston (CA); Vacant 

Vacant; Vacant 

Accumulator 

Will Easterlin (GA); Mark Hamilton (OK) 

Public Member 

Ron Hays (OK); Dr. Steve Blizzard (TX)

American Pecan Council 
Representatives & Alternates 

2024-2026

3880 Hulen Street, Suite 650 
Fort Worth, TX 76107 

817.985.3034 
info@eatpecans.com 

eatpecans.com

3880 Hulen Street, Suite 650 
Fort Worth, TX 76107 

817.916.0020 
info@americanpecan.com 

americanpecan.com
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Wednesday, March 20, 2024  
Educational Sessions Agenda (Room D) 

                      
Moderator: John Bennet, Wilcox County Extension Agent 
 
  8:30 a.m.       Welcome  

Chris Clough, GPGA President 
 
  8:40 a.m. How to Maximize Pecan Shelf-life 

Dr. Ron Pegg, Food Science & Technology, UGA 
 
  9:00 a.m. Update from American Pecan Council & American  

Pecan Promotion Board 
Anne Warden, CEO and Serena Schaffner, 
Managing Director of Global Marketing 

 
  9:40 a.m. Panel Discussion from the Industry’s National Groups: 

Moderator: Deborah Walden-Ralls (AZ), 
Panelists: Justin Jones (GA),  Trent Mason (GA), 
Paul Quiros (GA), Will Easterlin (GA) 

 
10:15 a.m.       BREAK  - Snacks & Beverages Offered in Exhibit Hall  
 
10:45 a.m. Update from Georgia’s Commodity Commission for Pecans 

RG Lamar, Chairman  
 
11:00 a.m. Pecan Fungicides - Where do we go from here?  

Dr. Tim Brenneman, Plant Pathologist, UGA  
 
11:20 a.m. Evaluating and Reducing Hurricane Risk in Pecan 

Jeff Cannon, Andy W. Whelan, Jones Ecological Research 
Center and Dr. Lenny Wells, UGA Horticulture 
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11:40 a.m. Update from the UGA Pecan Breeding Program 
Dr. Patrick Conner, Plant Breeding, UGA  

 
12:00 p.m. Annual Awards Luncheon 

Introduction of New GPGA Board Members and Officers, 
Presentation of Annual Awards & Scholarships  

 
  1:30 p.m. Potential Effects of Pecan Hedge Pruning 

on Fertilizer and Water Use 
Bailey Rayfield and Dr. Lenny Wells, UGA Horticulture 

 
  1:50 p.m. Determination of the Crop Coefficient and its Multi-Year  

Variability in a Georgia Pecan Orchard  
Kriti Poudel, Gengsheng Zhang, Monique LeClerc, 
and Dr. Lenny Wells, UGA Horticulture 

 
  2:10 p.m. Post-Harvest Control of In-Shell Pecan Weevil Larvae 

 Dr. Ted Cottrell, USDA-ARS, Ellen M. Thoms, Michael J. Aikins,  
Thomas W. Phillips, Quintin D. Read, Chip Starns 

 
  2:30 p.m. BREAK - Snacks & Beverages Offered in Exhibit Hall 
 
  3:00 p.m. Microbial Biopesticides for Control of Pecan Pests 

Dr. Eddie ‘Kyle’ Slusher, 
USDA-Agricultural Research Station, Byron, GA  

 
  3:30 p.m. Unlocking the Potential of Pecan Shells as a Soilless 

Substrate for Greenhouse Production in Georgia 
Dr. Cristina Pisani, Research Horticulturalist, 
USDA-Agricultural Research Station, Byron, GA

Gold SponsorsMeal Sponsorships 

Supporting Meal Sponsors

Able Ag Solutions, LLC 

Actylis 

Air-O-Fan 

Apollo Pecan Nursery 

Durand Wayland, Inc. 

Flory Industries 

Helena Chemical Company 

Georgia Orchard Consultants 

Howhum Nurseries 

Hudson Pecan Company 

Lasseter Tractor Company 

Mason Tractor Company 

Miller Chemical & Fertilizer 

Pecan Nut Busters, Inc. 

Pecan Pro, LLC 

R.W. Griffin Indstries, LLC 

Summit Gold, Inc. 

Weiss McNair

Premier-Level Sponsors

Ben’s Tree Service 
Cook Industrial Electrical/ 

Blueline Dryers 
Natural Impressions 

Nipan 

Priesters Pecan, Inc. 
Quest Products 

The Howard Center 
Waters Ag Labs 

Wizard Manufacturing, LLC

GPGA extends a 
HUGE Thank You to all 

of our generous and loyal members, 
exhibitors and sponsors. 

This gathering could not be made possible 
without your overwhelming support. 

Thank you!
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Exhibitor Directory  
(Booth numbers at left)

37. Able Ag Solutions 
  4. Ag Nutrients 
51. AgAmerica 
13. Akins Petroleum 
41. AMVT 
  3. APC/APPB 
34. Apollo Pecan Nursery 
  1. Avery Crop Insurance 
35. BASF 
38. Bayer Crop Science 
65. Bell Irrigation Pipe & Supply 
58. Bowsmith 
50. Brandt 
28. Burch Corporation 
39. Cady Bag Company 
  8. Carden & Associates  
66. Clariant 
56. Cook Industrial Electrical/ 
      Blueline Dryers 
  5. Corteva 
16. Custom Ag Formulators, Inc. 
70. Drexel Chemical 
43. EPAC Flexibles 
67. Ever Inventive, LLC 
36. Farm Credit Associations of Georgia 
10. Fieldin, Inc. 
53. FMC 
12. Forquimica 
71. Gearmore, Inc. 
29. Georgia Pecan Nursery 
63. Georgia Young Farmers Association 
60. Gulf Coast Bag 
44. Haifa North America 
15. HowHum Nurseries/ 
      Georgia Orchard Consulants 
49. IEH Laboratory & Consulting Group 
48. Irrigation-Mart 
40. Irritec 
59. KeyPlex 
54. Kinloch Plantation Products 
  6. Magna-Bon II, LLC 
69. Maxijet 
18. Merica Agro 
  9. Miller Chemical & Fertilizer 
22. Modern Electronic & Equipment 

Silver SponsorsUltimate Beverage Sponsors
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Silver Sponsors Ultimate Beverage Sponsors

64. Nachurs 
72. Pecan Nut Busters 
45. Pecan Pro 
32. Plant Food Systems 
68. Power Yield Plus 
14. Quest Products 
52. Rain Pro Irrigation  
74. Rainbird 
46. Renewal by Andersen 
30. RW Griffin Industries 
11. SePRO Ag  
17. Shiloh Pecan Farm 
47. SQM North America 
42. Summit Agro 
57. Summit Gold Inc 
73. Sumner Ag Services 
21. Syngenta 
33. The Irrigation Store 
26. The Pecan Life 
23. The Peed Company 
62. Toro Ag 
55. TRC Partners 
  2. Triangle Chemical Company 
19. Tri Est Ag Group 
61. UPL NA 
24. USDA FSA 
25. USDA NASS 
27. Valent 
20. Vann Farms Pecan Nursery 
  7. Waters Agricultural Lab 
31. WECO TEK

Exhibitor Directory  
(Booth numbers at left)

Service Sessions 
at exhibitor booths

Product demonstrations for 
servicing your equipment. 

Wednesday March 20, 2024

NEW NEW

  8:30 a.m.  Mason Tractor Company 
  9:30 a.m.  Bergen Ag Innovations 
10:30 a.m.  Flint Ag & Turf 
11:30 a.m.  OMC 
  1:30 p.m.  LMC Ag 
  2:30 p.m.  Savage Equipment 
  3:30 p.m.  Tidewater Equipment 
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Bronze Sponsors

Shiloh Pecan 
Farms, Inc.


